After completing his training, Dr Overholt returned to his hometown of Knoxville and founded Gastrointestinal Associates of Knoxville in 1971, leading this group for 4 decades to its current status as one of the premier GI groups in the country. In 1986, his efforts resulted in the establishment of the nation's first GI single-specialty, state-licensed, Medicare-certified Ambulatory Surgery Center (ASC), thereby creating a new paradigm for the provision of cost-efficient ambulatory GI care and cancer-screening services. Dr Overholt and his colleagues subsequently taught many of today's GI practice leaders how to develop and manage their own GI-ASCs.
While providing GI care in a community setting, Dr Overholt continued to pursue cutting-edge clinical research. As medical director of the Laser Center of the Thompson Cancer Survival Center from 1986 until 2011, he directed a broad clinical and basic research program that began with the development of photodynamic therapy (PDT) and laser-induced fluorescence of benign and malignant esophageal tissue. His work with endoscopic PDT provided the foundation for today's endoscopic therapies of Barrett's esophagus and early esophageal cancer.
Dr Overholt has served in many regional and national leadership roles. wedding anniversary later that same year. In their spare time, Gene and Lyn enjoy traveling and tending to their garden, their bees, and their chickens at their home in Knoxville, "snowbirding" to Florida in the winter, and spending time with friends and family.
DISCLOSURE
The author disclosed no financial relationships relevant to this publication.
